Lectionary Readings: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

The God whom we meet
in the midst of difficult times

In one of his Holy Sonnets, the 17th century English poet
John Donne writes,
“Batter my heart, three-person'd God...
That | may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me, and bend
Your force, to break, blow, burn, and make me new..."

We may find ourselves unable to change either ourselves or
the circumstances that surround us. At such moments we
may fall into resignation or frustration, feeling hurt by
others and our own selves.

Nevertheless, the good news is that God overthrows the
darkness within us and around us with God's own light. God
bends God's force and burns the old so that we may know
God is "God almighty” (Genesis 17:1) who creates the new.

In the sonnet John Donne says,
“Take me to you, imprison me, for |,
Except you enthrall me, never shall be free."

When Abraham thought he had been lost and left alone,
God appeared to him and enthralled him with the covenant
of God's faithfulness, which heals his unfaithfulness. Right
in the midst of darkness we meet the God who reveals the

hope against hope, and gives it abundantly and unceasingly.
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GATHERING
*Those who are able, please stand

PRELUDE
Please use this time toigtly prepare yourself for waip.

*ENTRY OF THE WORD

CALL TO WRSHIP

(Psalm 95:3)

Come let us sing to the Lord,
Let us make a joyful sound to the Rock of our salvation;
Let us come i nt aharkégeingl or dos
For the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods!
Let us praise the Lord!

Elder, David Milmine

*PRASE God of Mercy, God cdde
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSiéon)

God of all blessings, we come to you to unburden our lives of
the things of this past week that we have said, have done, have
thought of, and which allowed the brokenness of this world to
affect us in our faithfulness to you. We come repenting of all
such in our || ives, and in our
forgiveness that is in him. So bless us, we pray, that we might
be renewed to right spirit within, and be your faithful people.

Hymn 39

THE LORDGO6S PRAYER (debt s,
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
* GLORIA Hymn #298

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, God almighty, Tihreae!
Glory, glory, glory, glory, while eternal ages run.

*THE PEACE
Minister: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

With one anothefhe Peace of Christ.
LENTEN READING

WE PROCLAI M GODOS WOR
At theName of Jesus Hymn 340

Seona Moore

*PRAISE

IN MEMORIAM
PSALTER Psalm 1164 Refrain 1

HEBREW SCRIPTURE: GenesislB8{pQ27 OT)
GOSPE Matthew 28: 20 (p.34 NT)

David Milmine
Rev. John Hibbs

pre SAEN-IEP%NE Wi t h The Loredhérd MyBrothdr James Air
SERMON AGod with wus! oRe.JohnHibbs
*PRAISKpre communijodesusThou Joy of Lovinggt Hymn #366
vs 13

SERVICE GfQLY COMMUNION (plesessfolloving
WE RESPOND TO GODOG6S W
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS
OFFERORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY

L oAll'd  Ryaisg God 5om yviaom @il blessipgg §owis o r  t he

Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye healyemost;
PraiseFather, Son andoty Ghost.

debt orpRAYER OF DEDICATION

David Milmine
Hymn 651

LIFE AND WORK OF THE CONGREGATION
*PRAIG Guide M, O Tiou Geat Redeemer
*BENEDICTION & THREED AMEN
POSTLUDfpleaseamain seated)



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION People: In company with all believers, in every time and beyond time,
we come to this table, to know him, in the breaking of bread.

PreCommunion Hymn:#366 (vs®.1 60 Jesus, thou joy of Il oving heartso
Minister: For the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and w
(Attending Elders who will be serving the Minister remove linen/covers fromitheéd gi ven t hanks, he broke it and ¢
elements during singing of thednydnthien f@in other colleagues atthe Table) t hi s i n r emembrance of me. 0 I n t he
(People are seated) the new covenant that | make with you, in my blood. Do this as often as you ¢
in remembrance of me. 0
Minister: This is the Table of the Lord. Come, not because you are strong, but Lift up your hearts!

because you are weak. _
Come, not because any goodness of your own gives you a right to cérfple: We lift them up to the Lord!

but becase you love the Lord a little, and would like to love him more. Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
Come, because the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, &f@Ple: Itis good that we do.

the companionship of the Holy Spirit, are again given for you to receive as you come _ o
in faith. Minister: Let us pray: We give thamiisGod our Creator, for brithgingorlds

O taste, and see tina Lord is good. into being, for forming us in your likeness, for recalling us when we rebel agait
and for keeping the world in your steadfast love. We especially praise you for

Minister: With the Church throughout the world, let us share together the proféddits Who was born of Mary, and lived as one of us; who knew ewactly the |if
of our faith that is ours in the wdpoy.andystwaspbgdien jpyarpyrpoges, evernighs geath onjagress.

All: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and Wethank you that you stampediaith with victory, by raising him, in power, and
earth. making him head over all things.

| believe in Jesus Christ, Godd\% repigeinthegogtpuing pigsencepithe HayFepBaLEdwhighgou
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under have gathered, in its task of obedience, and in thefprtemisélife. With the
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried: he faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name.

descended to the dead. _ ,
People: Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty, the whole universe

On the third day he rose again; he agedrinto heaven, he is declaes you glory, O God most high.
seated on the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the

living and the dead. Minister: Therefore, bless now, by your Word and Spirit, both us and

these gifts of bread and cup that in receiving them at this table, and i
| believe in the Holy Sp#iithe holy catholic Churdthe offering here our faith and praise, we may be united with Christ and
communion of saingthe forgiveness of siréthe resurrection of anoher, and remain faithful to the task he sets before us to be your
the bodyand the life everlasting. Amen. serving people. So we pray, in his name. Amen.

(People are seated) ) ] ) )
People: In remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we take this

Minister: Luke the Evangelist wrote of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, that when he was Pread and this cup, giving you praise and thanksgiving as we
at table with two of his disciples, he took bread, blessed, and broke it, and gave it to prockim the mystery of faith.

them, and their eyes vagrened, and they recognized him.
Y Y J All: Christ has died, Chtiss risen, Christ will come again.

Minister: The gifts of God, for the people of God!



Minister: (Taking the brédapugh the broken bread, we participate in the body

of Christ, Inthewordauofo Lord Jesus Christ: iTake
(Serving elders receive element of bread and serve the people, who hold for

partaking together)

(Minister serves all the elders. Attending elder serves the Minister)

Minister: (Taking the cup): ThrougiptbEldassing we participate in the new . T e,
|l ife Christ gives. I n the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: ADrink

you.o Today we remember with love and respect thoserof ou

(Serving elders receive element in cup and serve the people, who again hol%f%rch family who died in 2014
partaking together)

(Minister serves all the eld&ttending elder serves the Minister)

Minister: Let us pray together: Margaret Fairclough January 24
All: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your
table by granting us the presencgair Son, Jesus Christ. Colin Applewhaite March 30

Strengtlen our faith, increase our love for onetlaer, and send us
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of

the Holy Spirit. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, we Prayjean Phimister ApriI 26
this. Amen.
Reception of the Offering: Elizabeth VanVondelen July 4

(Attending elders cover elements during organ offeatuayall
elders retire to pews)

Hymn of Dedicatio#79) James McArthur July 13
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Prdse Godall creatures here below; Heather Erika Johnston December 27

Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

é therefore do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighem all.

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseel

For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:183

Prayer of Dedication






